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'Th'e 2602 Census of Ag riculture is the most
- 'comprehenswe source of StaIESTiCS portraying our
; }Natmn s agr;culture

i A farm _O'r'ranch is defined as any place from which

~ $1,000 or more of agricultural products were
“produced and sold, or normally would have been
sold, during the reference year.

Distribution of Farms by Economic Class:
2002
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550,000 to $99,999
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$500,000 of more

E‘ Percent of Farms . Parcent of Sales and Government Payments

- Economic class includes total value of sales and government payments,

Net Cash Farm Income: 2002

Farms and Ranches: 1974 - 2002

Millions of Farms

1974 1978 1982 1987 1992 1997 2002

Met Cash Farm Income | Average per Farm

Farms {thousands of dollars) {dollars)

Less than $1,000 419,033 -2, 987,544 7,130
31,000 to 52,498 317,514 -1,201 277 -3,783

o 52,500 o 54,995 243,673 -786,205 -3,244
8 $5,000 10 59,800 247,570 -626,833 -2,532
3 S10.000 to $24,599 274,951 -59,827 -218
E 525,000 to $49,599 162,426 836,544 5,150
§' $50.000 to $99,599 140,850 2,070,497 14,700
* 5100.000 10 5240,900| 162,288 6,466,265 30,845
$250,000 10 $499.999] 85387 7,836,611 91,778
$500,000 to $993,999 ) 44,986 8,111,856 180,312

51 .UODDUU ar mare 29,862 20,853,970 598,345

Economic class includes total value of sales and government payments.

Farm counts include measures for missad and misclassified farms.

Farms by Size: 1997 and 2002
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Sélected Farm Production Expenses:
1997 and 2002

Livestock andpoutiry (T 0 0222
purchased |27.4

Fead purchased S e

Fertilizer/Chemicals
{Seeds

Gagoline, fuals, and oils

Hired farm and
Contract labor

o4
Interest expense 1

Billions of dollars

| 1997 [ ]e002




Estimated Value of Land and Buildings: 2002

1997 2002
Value of land and buildings $921,581,316,000 $1,144,805,926,000
Average per farm $416,007 5537,833
Average per acre $967 31,213

Farms by North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS): 2002

Farms Percent

Crop

Qilseed and grain farming ... 349,023 16%
Wegetable and melan farming 34,624 Yo
Fruit and tree nut farming 95,680 4%
Greanhouse, nursery, and flariculture production . 64,366 3%
Oithiar Grop farming i i s i 442,932 21%
Animal

Beef Cattle ......... 664,431 31%
Cattle feedlots 55,472 3%
Dairy cattle and milk production 72,537 3%

lrafurs it ie & )] s el s o : 33,655 2%
Foultry and egg production 44 219 2%
Sheep and geat .. i 43,891 2%
Aguaculture and other ammal production ... 228,152 1%

NAICS classifies farms based on primary activity. Each farm is represented
once, categorized by the product accounting for 50% or more of the total
production value; farms with na single product accounting for 50% or more are
classified as other.

Information from the census of agriculture is used
daily across America in all types of agricultural
planning and decision-making. Whether decisions
affect farmers at the county, State, or national level,
the census is an excellent tool for telling the story
of all farmers and ranchers.

Average Farm: 2002

Average Size Farm [ACI0S8) ...k iisrisieainsans sinssssne 441
Average Total Value of Sales and Government Pa\,fmen:.s i 497,320
Average Net Cash Farm Income .. i) 519,032
Average Age of Principal Operamr 55.3

Average Years on Present Farm for Principal Operator 20.7

":Data from the census of agriculture provides a true

picture of Amer;can agncuiture operators once

. :-'every 5 years

Type of Organization: 2002

Family or o905,
Individual %
R3%,

Partnership

Caorporation

1%
1%

Other

. Percent of Farms D Percent of Sales and Government Payments

Other includes cooperative, estate or frust, institutional, efc.

Age of Principal Operator: 2002

Under 28

25-34

3544

45-54

65-69

70 and aver

Tenure of Principal Operator: 2002

Full Owner Part Owner Tenant

Farms 1,428.136 551,004 149,842
- fValue of Sales and
§Government Payments $89,717,893 000 | $94 807 681,000 | $22,666,459,000 §




- Primary Occupation of Principal Operator -

Farming or Other: 2002
Farming Other
| e R 1,224,246 904,736
Value of Sales and

Govarnmeni Fayments ... S177,741,125,000 $29,450,908,000

The Census of Agriculture is the only source of

uniform agricultural data for every county in

‘the United States

Sex of All Operators: 2002

[ Mer B Women

Operators by Ethnicity and
iy Specified Race: 2002

o e o
Latino Qrigin

Race

Black ar
African American
American Indian or
Alaska MNative

Native Hawaiian or

Pacific Islander

Asian - 13
Mare Than One Race - 12

ze]
7o
36

Thousants
The etnsus codeeted data on up 1o 3 cperators per ke, Thess eounts include all operators reparted,

Computer Usage: 2002

Farms - Percent
Computer Usage for Farm Business ... 827,215 39%
Infernet Access o1 056,875 50%

Top 3 Counties for Selected ltems

Value of Agricultural Products Sold
{Billions of Dollars)

Fresno Cou nty, CA
Tulare County, CA

Monterey County, A

Sweet Corn Acres

:Thausands).
Grant County, WA . 35.0 ‘
Palm Beach County, FL 26.4 ‘
Renville Courtty, MM 25.2]

Berry Acres
[Thousands}

Value of Poultry and Eggs Sold

Sussex County, DE

Rockingham County, VA

Benton County, AR

Meat and Other Goats Inventory

{Thousands)

Mills County, TX
Sutton County, TX

Schieicher Gounty, TX

Horse and Pony Inventory
{Thousands)

Marion Gounty. FL |

Lancaster County, PA

Fayette County, KY




NASS WISHES TO THANK ALL FARMERS
AND RANCHERS WHO RESPONDED TO THE
2002 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE.

The Census of Agriculture provides a detailed look
at agriculture in each of the Nation's 3,000 plus
counties. Data, available in electronic format on the
Internet, printed, and CD-ROM, provide a complete
statistical picture of U.S. farms and ranches every
5 years, s

For more information contact:
NASS Customer Service Center
Census of Agriculture
Room 5835, South Building
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250
1-800-727-9540
E-mail - nass@nass.usda.gov

www.usda.gov/nass/

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits
discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political
beliefs, sexual orientation, ar marital or family status. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to alf programs.) Persons with disabilitites
who require alternative means for communication of program
information (Braille, large print, audictape, etc.) should contact
USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimmination, write USDA, Director,
Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-8410 or call
(202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
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